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Strength for Today

“. . . Made in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:7).

Christ was fully God and fully man.

In his Systematic Theology theologian Charles Hodge wrote, “The Scriptures teach that Christ had a
complete human nature. That is, He had a true body and a rational soul. By a true body is meant a
material body which in everything essential was like the bodies of ordinary men. . . . It is no less plain
that Christ had a rational soul. He thought, reasoned, and felt.”

Hodge’s assessment is correct, for Christ was given all the essential attributes of humanity. He was
more than God in a body. He became the God-man, being fully God and fully man. Like a man,
Jesus was born and increased in wisdom and physical maturity (Luke 2:52). Hebrews 2:14 says,
“Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same.”
Christ had the same flesh and blood that we have. When He came into the world, He came in normal
human flesh that experienced all the effects of the Fall. He knew sorrow, suffering, pain, thirst,
hunger, and death. He felt all effects of the Fall without ever knowing or experiencing the sin of the
Fall.

Hebrews 2:17 points out how Christ’s humanity has a direct bearing on your life: Jesus “had to be
made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest.” For
Christ to feel what you feel, He needed to be made like you. He experienced all the tests and
temptations you do, but He never gave in to sin. That’s why He is such a faithful and understanding
High Priest. Be encouraged, for we “do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).

Suggestions for Prayer

Thank Christ for being your faithful High Priest.

For Further Study

What human characteristics did Christ show in the following verses: Matthew 4:2; 9:36; 23:37; John
4:6-7; 11:34-35; 19:30?
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