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Strength for Today

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in
which also you stand” (1 Corinthians 15:1).

The true church has consistently testified to the power of the Resurrection.

Kenneth Scott Latourette observed in his History of the Expansion of Christianity: “It was the
conviction of the resurrection of Jesus which lifted his followers out of the despair into which his
death had cast them and which led to the perpetuation of a movement begun by him.” This statement
was true for the church at Corinth, even with its many problems.

The apostle Paul opens his well-known chapter on the Resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15 by implicitly
affirming the Corinthians’ testimony to that doctrine. Simply by receiving the gospel and having their
lives transformed, the believers at Corinth demonstrated the reality of Jesus’ resurrection. And that
resurrection is what empowered the gospel. Paul did not need to explicitly remind the Corinthians of
Christ’s rising to life until verse 4, “He was raised on the third day.” The apostle was confident at the
outset that the Corinthians had already believed in the truth of the Lord’s resurrection.

The fact that the Corinthian church continued to exist, though beset with problems of immaturity and
other weaknesses, was a solid witness to the power of the gospel of the risen Christ. Only a living
Savior could have converted some of the hardened sinners of Corinth—extortioners, idolaters, the
sexually immoral—into a community of the redeemed. Paul was concerned and distressed about
many of the things that did and did not happen in the church at Corinth, but he did not hesitate to call
the core group of members there “brethren.”

In spite of many challenges from skepticism, persecution, heresy, and unfaithfulness, the church
through the centuries has continued to testify to the reality of Christ’s resurrection. The true church
celebrates that truth often, not just on Easter Sunday. Actually, because the church gathers on
Sunday, the Lord’s Day, the first day of the week (when Jesus rose), we remember the Resurrection
every week. Praise the Lord for that reminder the next time you worship on the Lord’s Day.

Suggestions for Prayer

Thank God that His church was faithful in the past to testify to the truth of the Resurrection.

For Further Study

Read Acts 4, and list some things that suggest a testimony to the power of the Resurrection.
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