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Strength for Today

“Walk . . . with all humility” (Ephesians 4:1-2).

We are to walk as Christ walked. Our lack of conformity to His standard ought to make us humble.

What was your most humiliating experience? Life is full of embarrassing moments, but the most truly
humbling experience I ever had was preaching through the Gospel of John. For two years—eighty-
eight sermons, about one hundred hours of preaching, between two and three thousand hours of
study—I was constantly faced with the deity of Jesus Christ. Living with the deity of Christ day after
day and comparing yourself continually to Him is one of the healthiest—and most humbling—things
you can ever do.

That brings us to another step toward humility: Christ-awareness. When we compare ourselves with
ourselves, we get proud. But “the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same
manner as He walked” (1 John 2:6). When you can say, “I’m happy to announce that I now walk as
Jesus walked,” then you’ll have a right to be proud. But no one will believe you.

Jesus was the perfect man. He was without sin. He gave all the right answers and had the perfect
attitude for every situation. He knew exactly how to help everyone who needed help. Reading the
Gospels, we see time after time how Christ handled everything perfectly.

Even seeing His humanness, we realize how small we are. But when we look at His deity, we feel
still smaller. He created everything (Col. 1:16). He turned water into wine, calmed storms, cast out
demons, healed countless people, and brought the dead to life. After His crucifixion, He rose from
the dead and sat at the Father’s right hand (Eph. 1:19-20). Someday He will come back, take His
people home, and finally destroy all evil.

Despite Jesus’ perfect deity and perfect humanity, He came to serve (Mark 10:45). How can we be
proud if Jesus Christ humbled Himself? What righteous thing have we done that compares to His
perfect life?

Suggestions for Prayer

Pray that you might know Christ better and increasingly be more like Him.

For Further Study

Peter got a glimpse of Jesus’ power in Luke 5:1-7. How did Peter’s sudden awareness of who
Christ is affect him (v. 8)?

-

What did he do next (vv. 9-11)?-
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