
 

For unto us  
a child is born 

   I looked back on the past few years and noted 
that we seem to repeat the same Christmas Story 
Luke 1:26-38, Luke 2:1-7; every December. So of 
course this year I had to be different.  
 
  I am writing this as I prepare Thanksgiving dinner 
for my family (yes I do the cooking on holidays) 
and got to thinking that It seems easy to be 
thankful for things around this time of year. Every-
one is in a thankful mood so to speak.  Yet For 
some they have no clue as to why they can be 
thankful for anything.  
 
 Our cover verse should give a  BIG hint. Yes I 
know there are all kinds of neat gifts we can get 
at Christmas but only one is UNSPEAKABLE!  The 
Greek word here is Anekdiegetos and this is its 
only use in the bible.  Some other translations use 
the words: priceless, indescribable, and inex-
pressible to describe this gift. The Amplified Bible 
says: [precious] beyond telling [His indescribable, 
inexpressible, free Gift]! 
 
 Why only here, well  I agree with the commenta-
tors that it is impossible to find a more valuable 
gift anywhere. Matthew Henry says: for Jesus 
Christ, that inestimable gift of his love, through whom 
this and every other good thing, pertaining to life and 
godliness, are freely given unto us, beyond all ex-
pression, measure, or bounds. C.H. Spurgeon preached: 
“I am not thinking now, my Brethren, so much of your 
gifts as I am of another gift—not so much of your gifts 
to the Lord’s poor people as of the Lord’s great Gift to 
you—His poor people. “Thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable Gift.”  Ok if you re a believer this 
should not be real news to you. If your are not 
you need to read the book.  
 
 Brethren how often have we read over this verse 
and failed to stop and think of its implications in 
our everyday life? How many of us would give up 
our all, everything we had, our money, property, 
even our pride for total strangers. With no 
thought of compensation, payback or honor. 
Yeah I thought so. I dare say we’d think twice 
about it even for our dearest family members. 
Well my friends Jesus did just that for you.  God’s 
gift, His free no strings attached gift was His only 
begotten Son who took your place on a cross so 
your sin debt may be forgiven.  

 
- - - - 2 Corinthians 9:15 

  Now with that in mind rethink your situation 
and make a list of all you have to be thankful 
for.  
 

  Takes on new meaning doesn’t it?  
 

  I would be remiss in my exegesis of this scrip-
ture if I did not put it in context.  10 Now he 
that ministereth seed to the sower both minis-
ter bread for your food, and multiply your 
seed sown, and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness;) 11 Being enriched in every 
thing to all bountifulness, which causeth 
through us thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ad-
ministration of this service not only supplieth 
the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God; 13 Whiles by the 
experiment of this ministration they glorify God 
for your professed subjection unto the gospel 
of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto 
them, and unto all men; 14 And by their prayer 
for you, which long after you for the exceed-
ing grace of God in you. 
Again quoting Spurgeon: the chapter from 
which our text is taken, you will find that Paul 
was stirring up the Corinthians to an act of 
liberality. He had boasted of what they would 
do, but  he had just a little fear that they 
might fall behind and not quite come up to 
what he had promised on their behalf. He 
stirred them up to liberal giving, telling them 
that they who sowed liberally, should reap 
liberally, and they who sowed sparingly would 
reap sparingly.  
 

  So lets look at a part of this context. Now he 
that ministereth seed to the sower both minis-
ter bread for your food, and multiply your 
seed sown, and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness;) 11 Being enriched in every 
thing to all bountifulness, which causeth 
through us thanksgiving to God. 
 

    As Paul challenged the Corinthians hereto 
is your challenge today. Are you being a min-
ister of the seed for Christ? What are you sow-
ing for the kingdom? Do you not wish to be 
enriched bountifully? 
 

   No matter where you are at today safe and 
sound in your own home, struggling with ad-
dictions, incarcerated or on the frontlines 
serving this great nation you have a duty to  



  This is surely the best known, most loved verse 
in all of Scripture, and it has been by far the 
most effective verse in illuminating blinded 
minds and breaking hardened hearts to bring 
them to Christ and salvation. 
 

Giving is a prominent theme in the Bible, with 
such words as "give," "gift," "gave," etc., appear-
ing more than 2,000 times. Genesis 1:17 records 
the first occurrence, when on the fourth day of 
creation, God created the sun, moon, and stars 
"to give light upon the earth," and the last is Rev-
elation 22:12, when Christ will return with His re-
wards to "give every man according as his work 
shall be." Clearly, though, the greatest of all gifts 
was when God gave Himself for a lost and un-
deserving world--because it revealed the great-
est love, met the greatest need, and had the 
greatest scope and purpose of any gift that 
could possibly be conceived in the heart of the 
omniscient Creator. 
 

This greatest gift of God is exceedingly sufficient 
to provide salvation and everlasting life for the 
whole world. But a gift only becomes a gift 
when it is accepted, and the greatest of all 
tragedies is to see this greatest of all gifts ridi-
culed and scorned by humanity, or simply ig-
nored by vast multitudes who need it so deeply. 
Ultimately, when God's free gift of everlasting 
life is brazenly refused, the end result can only 
be everlasting death. God did all He could do 
when He gave His Son to suffer and die in our 
stead. Then what joy is ours to accept it, know-
ing we shall spend eternity in heaven with Him! 
For this reason, it is fitting that we give gifts at 
Christmastime to emulate God's first, and most 
perfect, "Gift" to us. ICR is so very grateful to all 
those who follow this example, thanking God 
daily for those who uphold our ministry with gifts 
of prayer and finances. If you are able, please 
prayerfully consider how you can help this sea-
son--we promise it will be carefully applied to 
our work to bear much everlasting fruit for His 
glory. 
 

From all of us at ICR, may the Prince of Peace 
be your joy and strength this Christmas and 
throughout the New Year! 
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minister unto others as God has unto you. Oh 
dear  brothers and sisters it does not take 
much. A kind word to the person everyone 
else ignores. An invite to dinner for one less 
fortunate. A prayer for the lost soul sitting near 
you.  
 
  There is no way we can ever repay the free 
gift of Grace bestowed upon His elect. 
(Ephesians 2:8-10) Yet once we have the 
slightness notion of understanding of the 
depth of that gift we should be driven to take 
action to repay it. It should be our hearts de-
sire (Psalm 37:4) today and everyday.  
 
  Until next time may the grace and mercy of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you safe 
and ever growing in faith. 
 
    Mike 
 

 The Greatest of All Gifts 
by Henry Morris IV  

  We cannot fathom what it meant for the infi-
nite Creator God to become finite man. Yet 
Jesus, who was "so much better than the an-
gels" (Hebrews 1:4), willingly emptied Himself 
and, setting aside certain outward features of 
His deity, stooped from the glory of heaven's 
throne, took on "the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men" (Philippians 
2:7). Thus, the King of heaven allowed Himself 
to be "made a little lower than the angels" 
(Hebrews 2:9), and taking on "the likeness of 
sinful flesh" (Romans 8:3), He "became obedi-
ent unto death, even the death of the cross" 
(Philippians 2:8). In this way, God mercifully 
showed His great love for us by giving us "his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John 
4:10). 
 
  This most special gift is the reason we cele-
brate Christ's birth on Christmas Day, and it is 
especially appropriate that we remember the 
greatest of all verses during the Christmas sea-
son: "For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life" (John 3:16).  

1ST Corinthians 4:1-2 
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