
The 
Sovereignty of 

God 
AND MAN’S DUTY TOWARDS IT

Last week in SS, we had a discussion about The Sovereignty of God, and I was rather 
passionate in my response. Afterwards I asked Hal if I could share some of A.W. Pinks 
thoughts on the Subject. 

Coming to the realization of God’s total Sovereignty changed my life forever.  I had just 
finished a extensive study of John 3:17-21, reading John MacArthur's little book WHY ONE 
WAY and Reading Johnathan Edwards SIINERS AT THE HAND OF AN ANGRY GOD. 
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”

There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God's 
Sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe 
trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that 
Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all. There 
is nothing for which the children ought more earnestly to contend than the 
doctrine of their Master over all creation – the Kingship of God over all the 
works of His own hands – the Throne of God and His right to sit upon that 
Throne.

On the other hand, there is no doctrine more hated by worldings, no truth of 
which they have made such a football, as the great, stupendous, but yet
most certain doctrine of the Sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah. Men will 
allow God to be everywhere except on His throne. They will allow Him to be 
in His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow Him to be 
in His almonry to dispense His alms and bestow His bounties. They will allow 
Him to sustain the earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of 
heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean…

C.H. SPURGEON  DIVINE 
SOVEREIGNTY, 1856, SERMON ON 
MATTHEW 20:15.

The issue before us COMFORT vs.  CONFLICT
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God’s 
Sovereignty 
Defined

Thine, O Lord is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O 
Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. - 1 Chron. 
29:11 

The Sovereignty of God is an expression that once was 
generally understood. It was a phrase commonly used in 
religious literature. It was a theme frequently expounded in 
the pulpit. It was a truth which brought comfort to many 
hearts and gave virility and stability to Christian character. 
But, today, to make mention of God's Sovereignty is, in 
many quarters, to speak in an unknown tongue.

A.W. Pink Sovereignty of God Chap 1

Once generally understood and accepted 

Now relatively unknown or considered taboo
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Sovereign is to declare 

that He is the "Only 
Potentate, the King of 

kings, and Lord of 
lords" (1 Tim. 6:15)

A.W. Pink Sovereignty of God Chap 1
Dan 4:35 - And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?

PS 22:28 For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he is the governor among the nations.

1 Tim 6:16 - Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords;

We mean the supremacy of God, the kingship of God, the godhood of God. To say that God 
is Sovereign is to declare that God is God. To say that God is Sovereign is to declare that He 
is the Most High, doing according to His will in the army of Heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth, so that none can stay His hand or say unto Him what doest Thou? 
(Dan. 4:35). To say that God is Sovereign is to declare that He is the Almighty, the Possessor 
of all power in Heaven and earth, so that none can defeat His counsels, thwart His purpose, 
or resist His will (Psa. 115:3). To say that God is Sovereign is to declare that He is "The 
Governor among the nations" (Psa. 22:28), setting up kingdoms, overthrowing empires, 
and determining the course of dynasties as pleaseth Him best. To say that God is Sovereign 
is to declare that He is the "Only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords" (1 Tim. 
6:15). Such is the God of the Bible.
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Sovereignty Of 
God In 

Administration

 "The LORD hath prepared His Throne In 
the heavens; and His Kingdom ruleth over 
all" (Psa. 103:19).

 1. GOD GOVERNS INANIMATE MATTER. 

 a. God said, "Let there be light," and we read, 
"There was light.“

 b. We also Witness God's absolute (and Sovereign) 
control of inanimate matter in connection with the 
plagues of Egypt. 

A.W. Pink Sovereignty of God Chap 3

a. - That God governs inanimate matter, that inanimate matter performs His bidding and fulfills His 
decrees, is clearly shown on the very frontispiece of Divine revelation. 

b. - At His bidding the light was turned into darkness and rivers into blood; hail fell, and death came down 
upon the godless land of the Nile, until even its haughty monarch was compelled to cry out for 
deliverance.

For the sake of argument, let us say that God created the world, designed and fixed certain laws (which men term "the laws of
Nature"), and that He then withdrew, leaving the world to its fortune and the out-working of these laws. In such a case, we 
should have a world over which there was no intelligent, presiding Governor, a world controlled by nothing more than 
impersonal laws-a concept worthy of gross Materialism and blank Atheism. But, I say, suppose it for a moment; and in the light 
of such a supposition weigh well the following question: What guaranty have we that some day ere long the world will not be 
destroyed? A very superficial observation of 'the laws of Nature' reveals the fact that they are not uniform in their working. The 
proof of this is seen in the fact that no two seasons are alike. If then Nature's laws are irregular in their operations, what 
guaranty have we against some dreadful catastrophe striking our earth? "The wind bloweth where it listeth" (pleaseth), which 
means that man can neither harness nor hinder it. Sometimes the wind
blows with great fury, and it might be that it should suddenly gather in volume and velocity until it became a hurricane earth-
wide in its range. If there is nothing more than the laws of Nature regulating the wind, then, perhaps tomorrow, there may 
come a terrific tornado and sweep everything from the surface of the earth! What assurance have we against such a calamity? 
Again; of late years we have heard and read much about clouds bursting and flooding whole districts, working fearful havoc in
the destruction of both property and life. Man is helpless before them, for science can devise no means to prevent clouds 
bursting. Then how do we know that these bursting clouds will not be multiplied indefinitely and the whole earth be deluged by 
their downpour? This would be nothing new: why should not the Flood of Noah's day be repeated? And what of earthquakes? 
Every few years some island or some great city is swept out of existence by one of them-and what can man do? Where is the 
guaranty that ere long a mammoth earthquake will not destroy the whole world. Science tells us of great subterranean fires 
burning beneath the comparatively thin crust of our earth. Howdo we know but what these fires will not suddenly burst forth 
and consume our entire globe? Surely every reader now sees the point we are seeking to make: Deny that God is governing 
matter, deny that He is "upholding all things by the word of His power" (Heb. 1:3), and all sense of security is gone!
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 a. What a striking illustration of God's government over the animal 
kingdom is found in Genesis 2:19! 

 2. GOD GOVERNS IRRATIONAL CREATURES

"And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and 
every fowl of the air: and brought them unto Adam to see what he would 
call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the 
name thereof.“

 b. Is further proof required? then it is ready at hand. 

 God makes a dumb ass to rebuke the prophet's madness. 

 He sends forth two she-bears from the woods to devour forty and 
two of Elijah's tormentors.

 3. GOD GOVERNS THE CHILDREN OF MEN

 a. Two alternatives confront us, and between them we are obliged to 
choose: either God governs, or He is governed; either God rules, or He is 
ruled; either God has His way, or men have theirs. 

 Simply put God is either worthy of Worship and Honor or He 
is NOT! 

God In 
Administration
Continued
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God’s “CONTROL” of Man

 Shall we say that in man we behold a creature so unruly that he is beyond 

God's control?

 Shall we say that sin has alienated the sinner so far from the thrice Holy One that 

he is outside the pale of His jurisdiction?

 Shall we say that man has been endowed with moral responsibility, and 

therefore God must leave him entirely free

 Does it necessarily follow because the natural man is an outlaw against Heaven, 

a rebel against the Divine government, that God is unable to fulfill His purpose 

through him?

 we mean, that every action of the most lawless of His subjects is entirely 

beneath His control

Shall we say that in man we behold a creature so unruly that he is beyond God's control? 
Shall we say that sin has alienated the sinner so far from the thrice Holy One that he is 
outside the pale of His jurisdiction? Or shall we say that man has been endowed with moral 
responsibility, and therefore God must leave him entirely free, at least during the period of 
his probation? Does it necessarily follow because the natural man is an outlaw against 
Heaven, a rebel against the Divine government, that God is unable to fulfill His purpose 
through him? We mean, not merely that He may overrule the effects of the actions of evil-
doers, nor that He will yet bring the wicked to stand before His judgment-bar so that 
sentence of punishment may be passed upon them-multitudes of non-Christians believe 
these things-but, we mean, that every action of the most lawless of His subjects is entirely 
beneath His control, yea that the actor is, though unknown to himself, carrying out the 
secret decrees of the Most High. Was it not thus with Judas? and is it possible to select a 
more extreme case? If then the arch-rebel was performing the counsel of God is it any 
greater tax upon our faith to believe the same of all rebels?
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THE 
SOVEREIGNTY 

OF GOD IN 
OPERATION

"For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be the 
glory for ever. Amen" (Romans 11:36).

Has God foredained everything that comes to pass? Another way of 
putting this is to ask , Is God now governing the world and everyone and 
everything in it? 

If Yes, then is He governing it according to a definite purpose, or 
aimlessly and at random? 

If according to a purpose, what is that Purpose? 

Is God continually changing His purpose and making a new one every 
day; Are God's actions, like ours, regulated by the change of 
circumstances?

What saith the Scriptures? They declare God is One "who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will" (Eph. 1:11).

A.W. PINK Sovereignty of God Chap 6
 In the final analysis this is only another way of asking, Is God now governing the 

world and everyone and everything in it? If God is governing the world, then is He 
governing it according to a definite purpose, or aimlessly and at random? If He is 
governing it according to some purpose, then when was that purpose made? Is 
God continually changing His purpose and making a new one every day, or was 
His purpose formed from the beginning? Are God's actions, like ours, regulated by 
the change of circumstances, or are they the outcome of His eternal purpose? If 
God formed a purpose before man was created, then is that purpose going to 
be executed according to His original designs and is He now working toward that 
end? What saith the Scriptures? They declare God is One "who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will" (Eph. 1:11).

 Eph 1:11 - In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will:

9



a. In the nature of things, there cannot be anything 
known as what shall be unless it is certain to be

 There is nothing certain to be unless God has ordained it 
shall be

 Crucifixion - Christ as the Lamb whose blood was to 
be shed was "foreordained before the foundation of 
the world" (1 Peter 1:20)

b. What is the great purpose of creation? 

 Proverbs 16:4 and Revelation 4:11

c. . From all eternity God designed that our world should 
be the stage on which He would display His manifold 
grace and wisdom in the redemption of lost sinners

 "To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places might be known… (Eph. 3:10-
11.) 

God in 
Operation
Continued

1 Peter 1:20 - Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

Acts 2:23 - 3 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain:

Prov 16:4 The Lord hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created.

Eph. 3:10-11 - To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

a.  In the nature of things, there cannot be anything known as what shall be unless it is certain to be, and there is 
nothing certain to be unless God has ordained it shall be. Take the Crucifixion as an illustration. On this point the 
teaching of Scripture is as clear as a sunbeam. Christ as the Lamb whose blood was to be shed was "foreordained 
before the foundation of the world" (1 Peter 1:20). Having then "ordained" the slaying of the Lamb, God knew He 
would be "led to the slaughter," and therefore made it known accordingly through Isaiah the prophet. The Lord Jesus 
was not "delivered" up by God foreknowing it before it took place, but by His fixed counsel and fore-ordination (Acts 
2:23).
b. From all eternity God designed that our world should be the stage on which He would display His manifold grace 
and wisdom in the redemption of lost sinners: "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Eph. 3:10-11.) For the accomplishment of this glorious design God has governed 
the world from the beginning and will continue it to the end. It has been well said, "We can never understand the 
providence of God over our world, unless we regard it as a complicated machine having ten thousand parts, directed 
in all its operations to one glorious end-the display of the manifold wisdom of God in the salvation of the Church," i.e., 
the "called out" ones.
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a. GOD'S METHOD OF DEALING WITH THE RIGHTEOUS:

 1. God exerts upon His own elect a quickening influence or power.

 By nature, they are spiritually dead, dead in trespasses and sins, and their 
first need is spiritual life, for "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God" (John 3:3). In the new birth God brings us from death unto 
life (John 5:24). He imparts to us His own nature (2 Peter 1:4). He delivers us 
from the power of darkness and translates us into the kingdom of His dear 
Son (Col. 1:13). Now, manifestly, we could not do this ourselves for we were 
"without strength" (Rom. 5:6), hence it is written, "we are His workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2:10).

b. GOD'S METHOD OF DEALING WITH THE WICKED:

 God exerts upon the wicked a restraining influence by which they are 
prevented from doing what they are naturally inclined to do.

 God exerts upon the wicked a softening influence disposing them 
contrary to their natural inclinations to do that which will promote His 
cause.

 God exerts upon the wicked a directing influence so that good is made 
to result from their intended evil.

 God also hardens the hearts of wicked men and blinds their minds.

 EXAMPLES:  ___________________    __________________ 
_________________

God in 
Operation
ContinuedGod in 

Operation
Continued

1. Pharaoh
2. Joseph

3. SUMMARY - God’s decrees are being executed. What He has ordained is being ac-
accomplished. Man’s wickedness is bounded. The limits of evil-doing and of evildoers 
has been divinely defined and cannot be exceeded. Though many are in ignorance of it, 
all men, good and bad, are un-der the jurisdiction of and are absolutely subject to the 
administration of the supreme Sovereign.”
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DIFFICULTIES 
AND 

OBJECTIONS

"Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; 
Is not My way equal? are not your ways unequal?" (Ezek. 18:25).

Balance of Truth between the Sovereignty of God and 
Responsibility of Man

Puppets or People does man have free will? (Matthew 
17:12; James 1:14; Deuteronomy 30:19) 

Does God repent Genesis 6:6? 

The John 3:16 lie - is or is not God is Sovereign in the 
exercise of His love

Irresistible Power of Holy Spirit in Salvation. (John 16:8)

A.W. PINK Sovereignty of God Chap 11

Gen 6:6- And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart

John 3:16 – God loves the sinner but hates the SIN, what is therein a sinner but sin? 

How can the sinner be held responsible FOR the doing of what he is UNABLE to do? And how can he be justly 
condemned for NOT DOING what he COULD NOT do?

How is it possible for God to DECREE that men SHOULD commit certain sins, hold them RESPONSIBLE in the 
committal of them, and adjudge them GUILTY because they committed them?

Chapter 9: Of Free Will
1._____ God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty and power of acting upon choice, that it is 
neither forced, nor by any necessity of nature determined to do good or evil.
( Matthew 17:12; James 1:14; Deuteronomy 30:19 )
2._____ Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and power to will and to do that which was good and 
well-pleasing to God, but yet was unstable, so that he might fall from it.
( Ecclesiastes 7:29; Genesis 3:6 )

3._____ Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good 
accompanying salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not 
able by his own strength to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.
( Romans 5:6; Romans 8:7; Ephesians 2:1, 5; Titus 3:3-5; John 6:44 )

4._____ When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, he freeth him from his 
natural bondage under sin, and by his grace alone enables him freely to will and to do that which is spiritually 
good; yet so as that by reason of his remaining corruptions, he doth not perfectly, nor only will, that which is 
good, but doth also will that which is evil.
( Colossians 1:13; John 8:36; Philippians 2:13; Romans 7:15, 18, 19, 21, 23 )

5._____ This will of man is made perfectly and immutably free to good alone in the state of glory only.
( Ephesians 4:13 )
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Man’s 
Responsibility

 Accept/Believe – John 3 Jesus challenges Nicodemus 
and everyone else’s listening unbelief or unacceptance 
of the truth

 Accept or Believe What? 

 “Sola Scriptura” the rally cry of the protestant 
Reformation is the sole source of faith for the Christian.  
It demands acceptance of God’s TOTAL Sovereignty.

 “SOLA FIDA” too demands acceptance of God’s TOTAL 
Sovereignty, we contribute nothing to our salvation. 

 “Sola Gratia” also demands acceptance of God’s 
TOTAL Sovereignty, for only by God’s amazing Grace 
are we saved. 
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Pray for God’s Sovereignty 

 The heavens, even the heavens are thine, Psalm 115:16(KJV) and all the hosts 
of them. The earth is thine, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein. Psalm 24:1(KJV) In thy hand are the deep places of the earth, 
and the strength of the hills are thine also: The sea is thine, for thou madest it, 
and thy hands formed the dry land. Psalm 95:4-5(KJV) All the beasts of the 
forest are thine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. Psalm 50:10(KJV) Thou 
art therefore a great God, and a great King above all gods. Psalm 95:3(KJV)

 In thy hand is the soul of every living thing and the breath of all mankind. Job 
12:10(KJV)

 Thy dominion is an everlasting dominion, and thy kingdom is from generation 
to generation: Thou dost according to thy will in the armies of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay thy hand, or say unto 
thee, What doest thou? Daniel 4:34-35(KJV) or Why doest thou so?

Matthew Henry’s Method of Prayer SECTION 1 | ADORATION | 1.5 | ACKNOWLEDGE GOD’S INCONTESTABLE SOVEREIGNTY AND IRRESISTIBLE POWER
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RESOURCES

A.W. Pink the Sovereignty of God, Chapel Library

The Sovereignty of God Study Guide, Mt Zion Bible Institute

God’s Sovereignty, John Calvin 

God's Indisputable Sovereignty Pdf scripture References Chapel Library

Divine Sovereignty and Evangelism, J.I. Packer

God’s Sovereignty and Glory, Derek Thomas 

God's Sovereignty and Our Responsibility - Ligonier Ministries

Civil Government: An Exposition of Romans XIII. 1-7, James M. Wilson 

Sovereign Grace and Man’s Responsibility, C. H. Spurgeon

LBCF 1689 Chapter 9 of Free will 

Why One Way, John MacArthur

Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, Jonathan Edwards 

God's Indisputable Sovereignty, I. C. Herendeen (1883-1982)

Daily Devotional – God and Government
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