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 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehend-

ed: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 

which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 

things which are before, 

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 

calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

- - - - Philippians 3:13-14 
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FSM and FSMWO stands firm on the fundamental doctrines 

of the Word of God. We believe all who presents them-

selves as servants of the Lord should be READY AND ABLE to 

declare unto all who ask the foundational beliefs, principles 

or tenants of their faith  

(1 Peter 3:15) 
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THE APOLOGIST 
Editor in Chief:    The Holy Spirit 

Director:     Mike Poirier 
Women’s Outreach-Director: Mrs. Stephanie Tarrant 

Secretary/Treasurer:   Mrs. Pam Warren 

Office Support:    Naida Poirier 

Advisors:     Pastor Steven Graham- 
    Pioneer Valley Baptist Chapel 

    Pastor Don  Elbourne Jr 

    Lakeshore Baptist Church  

Contributing Writers:   Leslie Culver 

   

WHY NOT YOU??? 
Want to contribute to The Apologist?  Send us your artwork, article 

or poem , but please keep it brief. 

MINISTRY STATEMENT OF FAITH 
THERE IS ONE TRUE GOD IN THE FORM OF THREE PERSONS 

FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT 

Co-equal in deity, power and sovereignty 

Gen 1:1; Matt 3:16-18 

 
THE BIBLE IS THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD 

Verbally inspired every word without exception by the Holy Spirit 

Is 40:8; 2 Tim 3:16 

 
SALVATION IS ETERNAL THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS ALONE 

It is only by the GRACE OF GOD that we are called to FAITH through the 

conviction  of the HOLY SPIRIT 

Deut.10:14 - Deut.10:15; Matt.24:22 - Matt.24:24; Matt.24:31 - Matt.24:31; 
John.6:37 - John.6:39; Rom.8:28 - Rom.8:33; Rom.9:11 - Rom.9:13, 16; Ephe-

sians 2:8-9 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT INDWELLS ALL BORN AGAIN BELIEVERS 

Gen 41:38; Rom 8:9-14 

 
HEAVEN AND HELL ARE LITERAL (REAL) PLACES RESERVED FOR 

ETERNITY FOR THE SAVED AND DAMNED 

Deut 26:15; Matt 25:41 

 
BELEIVERS ARE COMMANDED TO, AND OBLIGATED TO WITNESS/SHARE THE 

GOSPEL 

Is 6:1-8; Matt 28:18-20 

 
THERE IS ONE CHURCH, WITH CHRIST AS THE HEAD, WITH BORN AGAIN BELIEV-

ERS AS THE BODY AND THE COMMAND TO FELLOWSHIP THEREIN 

2 Chron 5: 1-6; Heb 10:25 

 
PRAYER IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR GROWTH IN FAITH  

AND THE DUTY OF BELIEVERS ON BEHALF OF OTHERS 

Is 55:6; Matt 7:7 - 1Sam 12:23; 1 Tim 2:1 
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Service’s we do not provide: 

• We do not send money at any time for any reason to inmates 

or their families 

• We do not send stamps into any institution  

•     We will provide a self addressed stamped envelope (only (1) 

One per letter sent) to those inmates who are indigent and who’s 

institution’s policy permits this. We require a letter from the Chap-

lain, Case Manager or other Facility staff on institutional letterhead 

to do this. 

•     We do not send books to institutions (We can provide a list of 

places to get a free Bible if requested)  

• We do not forward mail for inmates  

• We will accept inmate correspondence, art work and writings 

but can not copy and return them 

 
We are not a pen-pal hook up service; FSMWO is run by women for 

women only they do not correspond with men. 

SERVICES WE PROVIDE 

• Direct Correspondence with those in bondage via email, let-

ters and telephone 

• Bible Study Outlines on a variety of biblical topics 

• Articles and Sermons on a variety of biblical topics 

• Research and Answers to Bible questions and topics 

• Quarterly Publication; The Apologist (email and postal to 36 

states, nine foreign countries and our military in Iraq) 

• Public education via speaking engagements and literature 

designed to educate the public on reentry of ex-offenders  

•Limited Aftercare services: we will attempt to help those being 

released: 
· find a local Bible believing and preaching church, 

· locate employment resources,  
· Locate Group/Therapy (AA, NA, SOTP) in the area they 

plan on residing prior to release. 

· Review and make recommendations to their release 

plan 
· Provide direct support through a minimum of a weekly 

meeting or phone call (depending on where person 

resides) Note to the incarcerated failure to maintain con-

tact will result in a report to parole/probation 

The mission of FSM is to “administer the Good News of Christ 

to those in bondage". We minister to those recovering from 

additions, inmates and ex-mates, our military and veterans. 
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FROM THE  DIRECTOR 
 

  In our main (front cover) text this issue we get a glance at 

the Apostle Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as He 

writes to the Church at Philippi.   

 

  Paul was not athlete but his reference to a race and ob-

taining the prize are certainly such. Why use this example? I 

would venture it was because the athletes of his day were 

looked up to much like those of today. The world of Paul's 

time was Roman-Greco influenced by both cultures. Every-

one understood the unyielding determination the single-

mindedness of purpose the exhausting perseverance re-

quired to finish the race.  

 

  Thus Paul compares the Christian walk not to some stroll in 

the park a everything will be great experience that some 

would teach today. No the Apostle Paul who we read in the 

Book of Acts has been beaten, ship wrecked and impris-

oned for his faith compares it to the most demanding and 

grueling event one can put their body through.  

 

  While I never desired to enter a marathon elsewhere Paul 

describes the Christian walk in terms I can relate to that of a 

soldier in battle. Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritu-

al wickedness in high places. He makes note that it is only 

through proper preparation (armoring up as it were) and 

steadfast determination (English word stand is the Greek His-

tay-mee whose meanings include to stand ready or pre-

pared; to be of a steadfast mind ;of quality, one who does 

not hesitate, does not waiver.  Just like a soldier  must always 

be prepared for battle and ready to endure the battle no 

matter what is thrown at him so too a true believer must also 

persevere. Matthew Henry in his (concise) commentary 

writes: The Christian armour is made to be worn; and there is 

no putting off our armour till we have done our warfare, and 

finished our course. The combat is not against human ene-

mies, nor against our own corrupt nature only; we have to do 

with an enemy who has a thousand ways of beguiling unsta-

ble souls. The devils assault us in the things that belong to our  
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souls, and labour to deface the heavenly image in our 

hearts. We must resolve by God's grace, not to yield to Sa-

tan. Resist him, and he will flee. If we give way, he will get 

ground. If we distrust either our cause, or our Leader, or our 

armour, we give him advantage. The different parts of the 

armour of heavy-armed soldiers, who had to sustain the 

fiercest assaults of the enemy, are here described. There is 

none for the back; nothing to defend those who turn back in 

the Christian warfare.  

 

  So about now if you are not a Christian you may be thinking 

nope not me; I want nothing to do with the high octane 

physically, mentally and spiritually demanding life of a be-

liever.  

 

  Well if Paul’s story ended there who could blame you. But 

there is of course more I know of no one and I mean even 

the most humble who does not like to be rewarded for 

achievement. Some want the glory and bragging privileges 

but that’s another subject. Paul tells us there is a reward in 

Philippians he calls it “The Prize” ! Not any old prize but the 

prize of all prizes the top reward available to anyone. John 
Gill in his commentary says this by which is meant, the incor-

ruptible crown; the crown of life, righteousness, and glory, 

that fadeth not away, ( James 1:12 ) ( 2 Timothy 4:8 ) ( 1 Peter 

5:4 ) , styled "the prize of the calling of God"; because it is 

what God in the effectual calling calls his people to, even to 

a kingdom and glory, and to eternal glory and happiness;  

 

  Lets see God promises eternal life, righteousness and glory if 

we persevere in the cause of the Gospel. Sounds a whole lot 

better than eternal damnation in hell to me.  

 

No matter your situation, location our God is sovereign and 

in complete control. Our job is to stay the course, run the 

race to completion persevering for his Glory.  
 

Until next time may you run the race with purpose and may 

the God of all Grace and Mercy keep you safe.  
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Thirteenth Sermon on 2 Thessalonians Chapter  2 

by Thomas Manton (1620–1677) was an English Puritan  cler-

gyman. 

 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions 

which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epis-

tle.—2 Thes. 2:15. 

THE apostle, after he had comforted the Thessalonians, he 

exhorteth them to constancy in the truth, whatever tempta-

tions they had to the contrary. The comforts he pro-

poundeth to them were taken—(1.) From their election, ver. 

13; (2.) From their vocation, ver. 14. His exhortation is to per-

severance: 'Therefore, brethren,' &c. 

In the words observe:— 

1. The particle which introduces an infer-

ence therefore because God hath chosen you and called 

you, and given you such advantages against error and se-

duction. 

2. The duty inferred: sthkete, stand fast. It is a military word; 

,you have the same in other places: 1 Cor. 16:13, 'Watch 

ye, stand ye fast,' &c.; Eph. 6:14, 'Stand, therefore, having 

your loins girt about with truth.' The word intimateth perse-

verance. 

3. The means of perseverance: hold the traditions which 

you have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. 

Where observe:—(1.) The act; (2.) The object. 

1. The act: krateute, hold with strong hand. The word impli-

eth a forcible holding against assaults, whether of error or 

persecution. The Thessalonians were assaulted in both kinds; 

the heathens persecuted them, and some were gone 

abroad that began the mystery of iniquity, and were ready 

to pervert them. 

2. The object, which is propounded—(l.) By a common and 

general term: 'The traditions which ye have been 

taught.' (2.) By a distribution: 'Whether by word, or our epis-

tle.' 

1. The common and general term, 'The traditions which ye 

have been taught' There are two sorts of traditions—human 

and divine. 
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First, Human traditions are certain external observances insti-

tuted by men, and delivered from hand to hand, from pro-

genitors to their posterity. These may be either besides or 

contrary to the word of God. (1.) Beside the word, as the in-

stitutions of the family of the Rechabites, in the observance 

of which, from father to son, they were so exact and punctu-

al, that God produceth their example to shame the disobe-

dience of his people: Jer. 35:6,7, 'Jonadab the son of Rech-

ab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, 

nor build houses, nor plant vineyards,' &c. (2.) Contrary to 

the word of God, such as were those of the pharisees: Mat. 

15:3, 'Why transgress ye the commandment of God by your 

traditions?' Human inventions in religion are contrary to, and 

destructive of, divine laws. 
 

Secondly, Traditions divine are either heavenly doctrines re-

vealed by God, or institutions and ordinances appointed by 

him for the use of the church. These are the rule and ground 

of our faith, worship, and obedience. The whole doctrine of 

the gospel is a tradition delivered and conveyed to us by fit 

messengers, such as the apostles were: 1 Cor. 11:2, 'Now I 

praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and 

keep the ordinances [marg. traditions] as I delivered them to 

you.' So that holding the traditions is nothing else but perse-

verance in apostolical doctrine. 
 

2. The distribution, that no cheats might be put upon them 

under any pretence; therefore he saith, 'Whether by word, or 

our epistle;' that is, by word of mouth when present, or by 

epistle when absent; and he saith, not epistles, but epistle, as 

alluding to the former he wrote unto them. They were bound 

to yield to both alike credence and obedience; for, whether 

in speaking or writing, the apostolical authority was the 

same. To improve this verse for your benefit, I shall lay down 

several propositions. 
 

I. That whatever assurance we have of God's preserving us in 

the truth, yet we are bound to use diligence and caution. 
 

II. Our diligence and caution is to be employed about this, 

that we may stand fast in the faith of Christ, and the profes-

sion and practice of godliness. 
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III. That the means of standing fast in the faith of Christ, and 

the profession and practice of godliness, is by holding the 

traditions which were taught by the holy apostles. 
 

 

IV. That while the apostles were in being, there were two 

ways of delivering the truth—by word of mouth and writing. 
 

V. That now when they are long since gone to God, and we 

cannot receive from them the doctrine of life by word of 

mouth, we must stick to the scriptures or written word. 
 

I. That whatever assurance we have of God's preserving us in 

the truth, yet we are bound to use diligence and caution. 

For the apostle had said that 'God had chosen and called 

them to the belief of the truth,' and yet saith, 'Therefore, 

brethren, stand fast.' 
 

First, Reason will tell us that when we intend an end, we must 

use the means; otherwise the bare intention and desire 

would suffice, and to the accomplishing of any effect, we 

need no more than to will it; and the sluggard would be the 

wisest man in the world, who is full of wishings and wouldings, 

though his hands refuse to labour. But common experience 

showeth that the end cannot be obtained without a diligent 

use of the means: Prov. 13:4, 'The soul of the sluggard de-

sireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be 

made fat;' that is, rewarded with the intended benefit. 
 

Secondly, The business in hand is, whether God's election, 

calling, or promise, doth so secure the end to us, as that we 

need not be so careful in the diligent use of means? Such a 

notion or conceit there may be in the hearts of men, there-

fore let us attack it a little by these considerations:— 
 

1. God's decree is both of end and means, for all his purpos-

es are executed by fit means. He that hath chosen us to sal-

vation, bringeth it about by the belief of the truth, and sanc-

tification of the Spirit, 2 Thes. 2:13; and without faith and holi-

ness no man shall see God, and escape condemnation. 

God had assured Paul that there should be 'no loss of any 

man's life among them, except of the ship,' Acts 27:22. And 

yet afterwards, ver. 31, Paul telleth them, 'Except these 

abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.' How could that as-

surance given to Paul from God, and Paul's caution to the 

mariners, stand together? Doth the purpose of God depend 
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upon the uncertain will and actions of men 'I answer—Not as 

a cause, from whence it receiveth its force and strength; but 

as a means, appointed also by God to the execution of his 

decree. For by the same decree God appointeth the event, 

what he will do, and the means by which he will have it to 

be done: and the Lord revealing by his word this conjunction 

of end and means, there is a necessity of duty lying upon 

man to use these means, and not to expect the end without 

them. God intended to save all in the ship, and yet the mari-

ners must abide in the ship; therefore, what God hath joined 

together, let no man separate. If we separate these things, 

God doth not change his counsel, but we pervert his order 

to our own destruction. 
 

2. God, that hath bidden us to believe his promises, hath for-

bidden us to tempt his providence, Mat. 4:7. Now we tempt 

God when we desire him to give an extraordinary proof of 

his care over us, when ordinary means will serve the turn, or 

be useful to us. 
 

3. Though the means seem to have no connection with the 

end, yet, if God hath enjoined them for that end, we must 

use them. As in the instance of Naaman; God was resolved 

to cure him, but Naaman must take his prescribed way, 

though against his own fancy and conceit: 2 Kings 5:10, 

'Wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again 

unto thee, and thou shalt be clean;' compare ver. 13, 'If the 

prophet had bidden thee to do some great thing,' &c. So 

John 13:6,7, Peter must submit to be washed, though he 

could not see the benefit of it. So John 9:6,7, the blind man 

must submit to have his eyes anointed with clay, and wash in 

the pool of Siloam; though the clay seemed to put out his 

eyes, rather than cure them, and the pool could not wash 

away his blindness; but means appointed by God must be 

used, whatever improbabilities are apprehended by us. 
 

4. That when God's will is expressly declared concerning the 

event, yet he will have the means used. As, for instance, 2 

Kings 20:5-7; God was absolutely resolved to add fifteen 

years more to Hezekiah's life, yet he must take a lump of figs 

and lay it on the boil; which plainly showeth that no promise 

on God's part, nor assurance on ours, hindereth the use of 

means. God will work by them, not without them. 
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5. In spiritual things, assurance of the event is an encour-

agement to industry, not a pretence to sloth: 1 John 2:27, 

28, 'Ye shall abide in him: and now, little children, abide in 

him: The promise of perseverance doth encourage us to 

use endeavours that we may persevere, and quicken dili-

gence rather than nourish security, or open a gap to carnal 

liberty: 1 Cor. 9:26, 'I run not as one that is uncertain.' We are 

the more earnest, because we are assured the means shall 

not be uneffectual. 
 

II. Our duty is to stand fast in the faith of Christ and profes-

sion of godliness, whatever temptations we have to the 

contrary. Stand fast being a military word, it alludeth to a 

soldier's keeping his ground, and is opposed to two things:— 
 

(1.) A cowardly flight; (2.) A treacherous revolt. 
 

1. A cowardly flight implieth our being overcome in the evil 

day, by the many afflictions that befall us for the truth's 

sake: Eph. 6:13, 'Wherefore take to you the whole armour of 

God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day;' 

that after ye have done all things, ye may stand. Their 

temptation was the many troubles and persecutions that 

befell them, called there 'the evil day.' Their defence lay in 

'the whole armour of God,' which is there made of six piec-

es:—The girdle of truth or sincerity, which is a strength to us 

as a girdle to the loins; the breastplate of righteousness, or a 

holy inclination and desire to perform our duty to God in all 

things; and the shield of faith, or a steadfast adhering to the 

truths of the gospel, whether delivered in a way of com-

mand, promise, or threatening; the helmet of hope, or a 

certain and desirous expectation of the promised glory; the 

shoe of the preparation of the gospel of peace, which is a 

readiness to endure all encounters for Christ's sake, who 

hath made our peace with God; and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God. Now, if we take this armour and 

use it in our conflicts, what doth it serve for? To withstand 

and stand. The first is the act of a soldier, the second is the 

posture of a conqueror. Here is withstanding till the field be 

won, and then standing when the day of evil is over. Here 

we make our way to heaven by conflict and conquest, and 

hereafter we triumph. 
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2. A treacherous revolt, or yielding to the enemy, by comply-

ing with those things which are against the interest of Christ 

and his kingdom for advantage-sake: 2 Tim. 4:10, 'Demas 

hath forsaken us, and loved the present world.' Backsliders in 

heart are the worst sort of apostates. Such as lose their affec-

tion to God, and delight in his ways, and esteem not of his 

glorious recompenses, for a little pleasure, profit, or pomp of 

living; sell their birthright for one morsel of meat, Heb. 

12:15,16. Some fail in their understandings, but most miscarry 

by the perverse inclination of their wills; they are carnal 

worldly hypocrites that never thoroughly mortified the fleshly 

mind, prize things as they are commodious to the flesh, and 

will save them from sufferings. The bias of such men's hearts 

doth easily prevail against the light of their understandings. 

 

III. The means of standing fast is, by holding the traditions 

which were taught by the holy apostles. Here I will prove—

(1.) That the doctrine of Christianity taught by the apostles is 

a tradition; (2.) That holding this tradition by strong hand, 

when others wrest it from us, is the means of our persever-

ance. 

 

Want the rest of the story,  

write us and we will send it to you.  
 

 

PASTOR’s PAGE 
 

What follows is an outline of a sermon preached 
08 Jan 2014 at Lakeshore Baptist Church  by Pastor 

George McDearmon of Ballston Lake Baptist 

Church, NY 

 
Perseverance  

Remaining Under, Pressing On 
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Preface: 

Hebrews 10:32-36 But call to remembrance the former 

days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a 

great fight of afflictions; 33 Partly, whilst ye were made a 

gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and 

partly, whilst ye became companions of them that 

were so used. 34 For ye had compassion of me in my 

bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, 

knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better 

and an enduring substance. 35 Cast not away therefore 

your confidence, which hath great recompence of 

reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye 

have done the will of God, ye might receive the prom-

ise. 
 

Hupomeno; hoop-om-en'-o  a Verb  
Definition  

to remain 
to tarry behind 
to remain i.e. abide, not recede or flee 

to preserve: under misfortunes and trials to hold fast to 
one's faith in Christ 

to endure, bear bravely and calmly: ill treatments 
to remain to tarry behind 
to remain i.e. abide, not recede or flee 

to preserve: under misfortunes and trials to hold fast to 
one's faith in Christ 

to endure, bear bravely and calmly: ill treatments 
 
1. Primary references 

Matthew 10:22, 24:13 
Luke 8:15 
1 Corinthians 13:7 

2 Corinthians 1:6,6:4 
Romans 2:7, 5:3-4, 8:25, 12:12, 15:4.5 

Colossians 1:11 
1 Thessalonians 1:3 
2 Thessalonians 1:4, 3:5 

1 Timothy 6:11 
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2 Timothy 2:10, 2:12, 3:10 

Titus 2:2 
Hebrews 10:32, 10:36, 12:1-2, 12:3, 12:7 

James 1:3-4, 1:12, 5:11 
1 Peter 2:20 
2 Peter 1:6 

Revelation 1:9, 2:2-3, 2:19, 3:10, 13:10, 14:12 
 

II. SUMMARY TRUTHS 

 1. Perseverance is an active virtue 

William Cary the “father of modern missions” said “I 

can do but one thing plod”.  Brethren that is what we 
must do move forward bearing our troubles, pains, dis-
appointments and weariness.   

 2. The context of perseverance is tribulation 

(Rom 5:13, 12:12) 

 3.  The prime motivator is the welfare of others (1 

Cor 13:7) 

 4.  Older men are to be sound in perseverance 

(Titus 2:2) 

 5.  Pastor’s are to be preservers (2 Cor 6:4) 

 6.  Communion with Christ is required to sustain 

perseverance (Rev 1:9; Heb 12: ____) 

 7.    Churches as a corporate body are to perse-

vere (Rev 2;2-3; 2:19; 3:10) 
 

III. Personal Perseverance  

 1. We are to Persevere to the goal of eternal life  

(Rom 2:7) 

 2. Our perseverance through trials matures us in  
Faith (Rom 5:3-4) 

 3. Persevere in a troubled world (Rom 12:12) 

 4. Perseverance in scriptures builds our hope 

(Rom 15:4-5) 
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 5. Perseverance strengthens our walk with God 
(Col 1:10-11) 

 6. Perseverance in Christ ensures our salvation 
(Matt 24:13) 
 

IV.  CORPORATE (Church) PERSERVERANCE  (TEST See if 

you can find all the bible references for these) 

  1.  Professes Orthodox Doctrine 

 A. Bible is inerrant and sufficient  

 B.  Sovereignty of God in Creation 

 C.  Preach the claims of Christ; the Gospel with-
out compromise  

 D.  That Justification and Sanctification are in-
separable 

 E.  Believe and Proclaim Biblical Marriage 

 F.  Preach the second coming of Christ  
 

  2.   A Persevering Church Is Commendable for its 
Deeds 

 A.  Constant assembly for Prayer and Worship 

 B.   Believes in offerings and tithes 

 C.  Worship as prescribed by God 

 D.  Exercise's church discipline  

 E.   Sanctifies the Sabbath 

 F.   Is a house of prayer 

 G.  Encourages peaceful brotherly relations 

 H.  Gospel teamwork 

 I.   Have confidence in special providence 

Conclusions:  

Judges 8:4   “weary yet pursuing” no matter the difficul-

ty always pressing forward 

Isaiah 40:29-31 remembering our strength comes not 

from within but from He who is sovereign over all things.  
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WOMEN’s OUTREACH 
 

God’s Grace 

Stephanie Tarrant   

 

Lately, when I think of grace I am reminded of a song by 

Christian artist Matt Redman and it’s called “Your Grace 

Finds Me”.  In the song Matt Redman sings of “Your great 

grace” and that little phase just sticks with me; because truly 

God’s grace is great.   

 

But how great is it? And what does great mean to me? 

Sometimes I like to break things down to get a better per-

spective and just looking at the definitions of the two words 

great and grace gives me a better perspective on God’s 

grace and what it means to you and me.   

 

One of the many definitions for great according to Merriam-

Webster is:  

 

1. a. notably large in size,  

   b. of a kind characterized by relative largeness--used in 

plant and animal names;  

2. large in number or measure;  

3. remarkable in magnitude, degree or effectiveness; 

4. full of emotion; 

5. chief or preeminent over others--often used in titles; 

6. long continued; 

7. principal, main; 

 

and the list goes on. I like the fifth definition of great because 

God is chief and preeminent over all others so His grace 

must be also.   

 

According to Merriam-Webster one of the definitions for 

grace is: 

 

1. a. unmerited divine assistance given humans for their re-

generation or sanctification 

  b. a virtue coming from God 

  c. a state of sanctification enjoyed through divine grace 
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God’s great Grace could therefore be worded unmerited 

favor given by God who superior to all others.  

 
What does it mean to show grace or give grace?  I bet a lot 

of people think immediately of praying over a meal! Or like 

when I was young in elementary school a teacher might 

have given me grace on a homework assignment if circum-

stances happened that were beyond my control. Some-

times I show my son grace when he makes a mistake or for-

gets to do something because I love him and want to en-

courage him to do better. God does the same for his chil-

dren because He loves us. He extends grace and mercy to 

us. I am a sinner, who does not deserve the life I have but 

because I have trusted in Christ Jesus as my Lord and Savior I 

will receive an eternal reward in heaven(God’s Grace 

again). 

 

Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His own love for us, 

in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”. That right 

there is grace!!! It doesn’t get any simpler!  God made a 

way for us out of our sin by sending His own son to the cross 

in our place.  Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been  
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Romans 3:23-

24 says, “for ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemp-

tion that is in Christ Jesus.”  Remember that grace cannot be 

earned, it can only be given. 

If you have not received God’s grace in your life yet, I en-

courage you to do so.  If you have a Bible please read the 

following passages for yourself and seek Godly counsel if you 

need help understanding them. John 3:16, Romans 3:10-23, 

Romans 6:23, Romans 10:9-13. It is never too late to receive 

God’s grace. 

 

So when I think on God’s “great grace” I am truly and utterly 

amazed by God.  No matter how far I wander away from 

God or how much time I spend with God “His grace finds 

me.” 
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DEVOTIONAL 

 

A Faith to Confess: The Baptist Confession of Faith 

of 1689 

Rewritten in Modern English 

©1975, Carey Publications, Ltd., 75 Woodhill Road, 

Leeds, U.K., LS16 7BZ  Reprinted here by permission 

 
 

CHAPTER 17 - THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 

 

 1. THE saints are those whom God has ac-

cepted in Christ the Beloved, and effectually 

called and sanctified by His Spirit. To them He has 

given the precious faith that pertains to all His 

elect. The persons to whom such blessings have 

been imparted can neither totally nor finally fall 

from the state of grace, but they shall certainly 

persevere in grace to the end and be eternally 

saved, for God will never repent of having called 

them and made gifts to them. Consequently He 

continues to beget and to nourish in them faith, 

repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of 

the Spirit that issue in immortality. Many storms and 

floods may arise and beat upon them, yet they 

can never be moved from the foundation and 

rock on which by faith they are firmly established. 

Even if unbelief and Satan's temptations cause 
them for a time to lose the sight and comfort of 

the light and love of God, yet the unchanging 
God remains their God, and He will certainly keep 

and save them by His power until they come to 

the enjoyment of their purchased possession; for 
they are engraven on the palms of His hands, and 

their names have been written in the book of life  
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from all eternity. Ps. 89:31,32; Mal. 3:6; John 

10:28,29; 1 Cor. 11:32; Phil. 1:6; 2 Tim. 2:19; 1 John 

2:19. 

 

 2.  It is on no free will of their own that the 

saints' perseverance depends, but on the immuta-

bility of the decree of election, which in its turn de-

pends upon the free and unchangeable love of 

God the Father, the efficacious merit and interces-

sion of Jesus Christ and the saints' union with Him, 

the oath of God, the abiding character of the 

Spirit's indwelling of the saints, the divine nature of 
which they are partakers and, lastly, the terms of 

the covenant of grace. All these factors guaran-

tee the certainty and infallibility of the saints' per-

severance. Jer. 32:40; John 14:19; Rom. 5:9,10; 

8:30; 9:11,16; Heb. 6:17,18; 1 John 3:9. 
 

 3.  In various ways-the temptations of Satan 

and of the world, the striving of indwelling sin to 

get the upper hand, the neglect of the means ap-

pointed for their preservation-saints may fall into 
fearful sins, and may even continue in them for a 

time. In this way they incur God's displeasure, 

grieve His Holy Spirit, do injury to their graces, di-

minish their comforts, experience hardness of 

heart and accusations of conscience, hurt and 
scandalize others, and bring God's chastisements 

on themselves. Yet being saints their repentance 

will be renewed, and through faith they will be 

preserved in Christ Jesus to the end. 2 Sam. 12:14; 

Ps. 32:3,4; 51:10,12; Isa. 64:5,9; Matt. 26:70,72,74; 
Luke 22:32,61,62; Eph. 4:30. 
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God knows our situation; He will not judge us as if we had no 

difficulties to overcome. What matters is the sincerity and 

perseverance of our will to overcome them.  C.S. Lewis 
 

By perseverance the snail reached the ark.  CH Spurgeon 
 

I wish that saints would cling to Christ half as earnestly as sin-

ners cling to the devil. If we were as willing to suffer for God 

as some are willing to suffer for their lusts, 

what perseverance and zeal would be seen on all sides!   

CH Spurgeon 
 

If I did not believe the doctrine of the final perseverance of 

the saints, I think I should be of all men the most miserable, 

because I should lack any ground for comfort. CH Spurgeon 
 

Importunity is a condition of prayer. We are to press the mat-

ter, not with vain repetitions, but with urgent repetitions. We 

repeat, not to count the times, but to gain the prayer. We 

cannot quit praying because heart and soul are in it. We 

pray "with all perseverance." We hang to our prayers be-

cause by them we live. We press our pleas because we must 

have them, or die.  EM Bounds 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

Please join us in praying for: 
Also Bi- weekly updates online at our Web site or Face Book page 

Our President, and legislature, the courts  

Christians to not be ashamed and get busy doing God’s work  

God’s continuing providence for America as we are in a period of moral 

and ethical decay that is unprecedented in modern times  

Pray for our Armed Forces everywhere   

Our youth that they walk in the light of the Lord  

Salvation for lost family, friends and those who oppose us  

  Missions and Missionary Friends 

Angave Peoples Ministry Papua New Guniea 

Anthony Kwadwo Okyere a young evangelist in Ghana West Africa 

Camp Larga, Moldova a Christian youth summer camp in Moldova 

Rev Varon and his family in the Philippines  

The Harmon’s missionaries  Puerto Rico for 20 years;  

The Rivera’s, Ben and Becky with Campus Crusades for Christ 

The Tabb's, Dan and Amy as they minister to youth in Ireland  

Wells of Hope Village in Uganda, an outreach to children of the incarcer-

ated. 

Wells of Salvation - African Mission, East Otis, MA Bringing fresh water and 
the Gospel to Africa 

Voice of the Martyrs @ www.persecution.com  
  

Pray these and the many others serving God in the mission fields 

will get the financial & prayer support they need  

 

 Our fellow ministries serving the incarcerated:  
  

Amazing Grace Ministries, Woburn, MA  

Bethany Fellowship International, Bloomington MN  

Bluegrass Gospel Sing and Jam, Belchertown, MA  

Christian Pen-Pals, Statesville, NC  

Freedom through Christ Ministries, Ft Lauderdale FL  

Freedom Ministries, Elizabethtown KY  

J.A.R. Ministries, Bay Saint Louis, MS  

Jimmy Huff Ministries, Colorado City TX  

Lotsha Ministries, Africa 

Meet Her at The Gate Ministry  

Mbeya Prison Ministry, Mbeya Tanzania  

New Beginnings, Malden MA  

New England Prison Ministries, Lowell MA  

Prisons Mission Society” Pakistan:   

Robin's Song Inc. ,Big Spring Texas  
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Set Free Ministries, Easton MA  

So Blessed Ministry, Bakersfield CA  

Spirit House Ministries (For Women) Georgetown, TX 

The Least of These Prison Ministries, Glouster City, NJ 

The Master's Female Prison Ministry, Decatur, AL  

True Freedom Outreach New Zealand, Reaching out to the incarcerated in 

Egypt  

Wings of Faith Missions, Tanuku India  
 

The incarcerated everywhere for  
Health issues 
Financial needs 

Upcoming court cases   

Renewed family relationships  

Spiritual Growth 
Those they left behind at home 

Prison Churches: Their leadership and the countless Christian volunteers serv-

ing the Lord in prisons; that they do so never compromising the Word of 

God.  

NEVER FORGET THOSE SERVING OUR MILITARY 
 

CPT Patrick Joyner and family, Navy Chaplain to USMC  

Captain James W. Galyon and family, Chaplain USAF 

Captain JOSHUA STOLEY and family, Chaplain USAF 
 

The Veterans Coalition Ministries of Faith  
 

Military Ministry - Serving military members, veterans, and families across the 

globe 
 

Christian Military Fellowship (CMF) supports United States military personnel 

and their families, worldwide 

 
 

Special Requests form you our friends: 
 

Well of Hope Village, Uganda Continue to pray for their financial needs as 

they proceed with build a safe Bible based sanctuary for homeless children 

of inmates. 
 

Rev Varon and family in Philippines as they continue recovery from Typhoon 
 

Tony D. that God will strengthen him even more that he lost his appeal. 
 

The many requests from men of Hancock County jail   
 

Pastor Ron B and Dan M as they recover from By pass surgery 

 

LBC and Rebuild Lakeshore 
  

Pray that Naida and I can be an asset to the Brother Don, the church and 
the community 
  

Pray that all Naida and my financial needs will be met 

 

Pray for all those in our  church with illness and disease especially Ms. B, Mr. 
Sam, Greg, and many others.  
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For this Ministry  
 

Pray for Mike as he now conducts regular Sunday Services at the local 

county jail. 
  

Financial Support to continue our work 

Help from mature men in Christ to correspond with men on the inside  

We will continue to service God for His Glory alone  

That we’d hear from more of the 250 inmates and ex-mates who get this 

Publication  

 
  

Please contact us for more information  

about any of the ministries listed.  
  

  CONTACT US 
______Yes, I will partner in prayer for the needs listed this month 

______ Yes, I will contribute to this ministry $________________ 

Please note we are not a recognized non-profit tax exempt organi-

zation. Your contributions may not be tax deductible.  
 

Please Send information on:  

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________  

** Note those requesting aftercare assistance should make every effort to 
contact us at least 6 moths prior to expected date of release and prefera-

bly a year prior.  We need that time to review your release plan and help 

facilitate your transition.  
 

Send Requests to: 

Faithful Steward Ministries and 

Faithful Steward Ministries Women’s Outreach 

PO Box 3208 Bay St Louis, MS 39521-3208 
 

Email’s:  
directorfsm@gmail.com 

directorfsmwo@gmail.com 
 

 OUR  BLOG/WEB SITE  

http://fsmandfsmwo.org 
 

ON FACEBOOK  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Faithful-Steward-Ministries-and-FSM-

Women's-Outreach/178166535561150 
 

Member in good standing International Network of Prison Ministries:  

 http://prisonministry.net/fsms 
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1 Corinthians 

4:1-2 

FAITHFUL STEWARD MINISTRIES 

and 

Faithful Steward Ministries Women’s Outreach 

PO Box 3208 

Bay St Louis, MS 39521-3208 


