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God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility   
 

C.H. Spurgeon was once asked if he could reconcile these two truths to each other. “I wouldn’t try,” he 

replied; “I never reconcile friends.” Friends? – yes, friends. This is the point that we have to grasp. In the 

Bible, divine sovereignty and human responsibility are not enemies. They are not uneasy neighbors; they are 

not in an endless state of cold war with each other. They are friends, and they work together. 

  
J I. Packer 
Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, InterVarsity Press p. 35-36. 
 

If, then, I find taught in one part of the Bible that everything is foreordained, that is true; and if I find, in 

another Scripture, that man is responsible for all his actions, that is true; and it is only my folly that leads me to 

imagine that these two truths can ever contradict each other. I do not believe that they can ever be welded into 

one upon any earthly anvil, but they certainly shall be one in eternity. They are two lines that are so nearly 

parallel, that the human mind which pursues them farthest will never discover that they converge, but they do 

converge and they will meet somewhere in eternity, close to the throne of God, whence all truth doth spring. 

  
C.H. Spurgeon 
Sermon, A Defense of Calvinism. 
 

Side by side with the immutability and invincibility of God’s decrees, Scripture plainly teaches that man is a 

responsible creature and answerable for his actions. And if our thoughts are formed from God’s Word the 

maintenance of the one will not lead to the denial of the other. That there is a real difficulty in defining where 

the one ends and the other begins is freely granted. This is ever the case where there is a conjunction of the 

Divine and the human. 

  
A.W. Pink 
The Attributes of God. 
 

Precepts to consider: 

1. God is thrice holy and is not the author of sin.  He has decreed it, but is never the tempter. (Isaiah 6:1-

3; Rev 4:8) 

Gal 5:8 - This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you. 

James 1:13-15 - 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by 

evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires 

and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth 

death. 

 

2. God’s thoughts are high above our thoughts.   

Is 55:8,9 - 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as 

the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your 

thoughts.   

Deut 29:29 - "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us 

and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. 

Romans 11:33 - 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

 are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 

34 “For who has known the mind of the LORD? 

Or who has become His counselor?” 

35 “Or who has first given to Him 

And it shall be repaid to him?” 

36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen 

 

3. The Lord is Sovereign over all things.  We can say He is 100% Sovereign. 
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Isaiah 46:8-10 - 9 Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 

there is none like Me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet 

done, Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,’ 11 Calling a bird of prey from the east, 

The man who executes My counsel, from a far country. Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass. I have 

purposed it; I will also do it. 

Daniel 4:34, 35 -  34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my 

understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation. 35 All the 

inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven And among 

the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, “What have You done?” 

Eph 1:11 - In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him 

who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 

 

4. There is an enemy who wants and seeks to destroy all that is good, thus He is the adversary.  He is not 

sovereign.  The Lord of glory is sovereign over him (Job 1&2). 

1 Pet 5:8 - Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 

whom he may devour. 
Matt 13:39 - The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the 

angels. 

 

5. Man is responsible to come to the Lord and to serve the Lord in all things.  We can say man is 100% 

responsible.  Man has a free will bound by the limits of his moral condition.  Therefore, man needs the 

Lord’s sovereign mercy if he is ever to come to know the Lord.  (Luke 7:50; Luke 18:42; John 5:14; 

John 8:11) 

Acts 17:30 - Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 

Isaiah 55:6 - Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake 

his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; 

And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 
Jere 13:23 - Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? [Then] may you also do good who are 

accustomed to do evil. 

 

6. Because we are 100% responsible and not able to fulfill our responsibilities, we need a Savior to save 

us from all our sin and keep us in His ways at all times. 

Ezek 16:6 - And when I passed by you and saw you struggling in your own blood, I said to you in your blood, 

'Live!' Yes, I said to you in your blood, 'Live!' 

Matt 11:28 - Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

John 15:5 - I am the vine, you [are] the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing.  

 

7. The Scriptures mention His sovereignty and our responsibility often within the same context.  The 

Lord does not seek to reconcile these two truths.  They are both true.  We walk by faith and not by our 

own wisdom.  The world may say this is inconsistent.  We dare not reply against the Potter, but submit 

so Him in love and praise. 

Gen. 50:19-20 19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 But as for you, you 

meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people 

alive. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted them 

and spoke kindly to them. 

Jud. 14:4 4 But his father and mother did not know that it was of the LORD—that He was seeking an occasion 

to move against the Philistines. For at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel. 

Isa. 10:5-7;  5 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hand is My indignation. 6 I will send 

him against an ungodly nation, And against the people of My wrath I will give him charge, To seize the spoil, to 

take the prey, And to tread them down like the mire of the streets. 7 Yet he does not mean so, Nor does his heart 

think so; But it is in his heart to destroy,And cut off not a few nations. 
Hag. 1:12-14; 12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with 

all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 

the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the 



 3 

LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 14 So 

the LORD  stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua 

the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked 

on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God,  
Matt 26:24 - The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of 

Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born. 

Acts 2:23 - Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by 

lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;  

Acts 4:25-28 - 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David  have said: 

‘Why did the nations rage, 

And the people plot vain things? 

26 The kings of the earth took their stand, 

And the rulers were gathered together 

Against the LORD and against His Christ.’ 

27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 

Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 

determined before to be done. 

Jn 6:37All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 

Phil 2:12, 13 - 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in 

you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.  (See also Eph 2:8-10) 

 

8.  The Lord reprobates those who suppress His truth, fail to glorify Him, change His glory into idols, 

change His truth into the lie.  He gives them over to vile passions and a debased mind.  If they do not 

repent, He will judge them strictly and justly according to their sins.  Those being left in this condition 

unto death are those not given to the Lord Jesus before the foundation of the world, the non-elect.  

Those chosen as His elect may never glory then in themselves, but only in the Lord who mercifully 

chose them and redeemed them.  Prov 16:14; Romans 1:18-32; Romans 9:10-24; 2 Thess 2:9-12; Jude 
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As stated in the Canons of Dordrecht, First Head (Chapter 1) Article 15 [1]: 

Moreover, Holy Scripture most especially highlights this eternal and undeserved grace of our election 

and brings it out more clearly for us, in that it further bears witness that not all people have been 

chosen but that some have not been chosen or have been passed by in God's eternal election-- those, 

that is, concerning whom God, on the basis of his entirely free, most just, irreproachable, and 

unchangeable good pleasure, made the following decision: to leave them in the common misery into 

which, by their own fault, they have plunged themselves; not to grant them saving faith and the grace 

of conversion; but finally to condemn and eternally punish them (having been left in their own ways 

and under his just judgment), not only for their unbelief but also for all their other sins, in order to 

display his justice. And this is the decision of reprobation, which does not at all make God the author 

of sin, but rather its fearful, irreproachable, just judge and avenger. 

 

9. The Lord has chosen His elect before the foundation of the world, has redeemed them in time, calls 

them by His grace, preserves His own unto His heavenly kingdom by His Spirit and through the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  He keeps them in His love and they are responsible to keep themselves in the love of 

God.  There is no scriptural contradiction in these two elements of our preservation.  Eph 1:1-11; John 

10:27-29; Romans 8:28-30; Jude 1:21-25 

 

10. We must never use God’s sovereignty to justify our sins nor impute evil to Him when evil abounds.  

Men can assert unprofitable questions that lead only to unbelief and ship wrecking of their faith 

 

11. We are to humbly and thankfully bow to the Lord in His absolute sovereignty, following Him in all 

His commands as He conforms us to the image of Jesus Christ.  To Him be glory and praise forever 

and ever. 



 4 

1689 London Baptist Confession CHAPTER 3 

OF GOD’S DECREE 
Paragraph 1. God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely and 

unchangeably, all things, whatsoever comes to pass;1 yet so as thereby is God neither the author of sin nor hath 

fellowship with any therein;2 nor is violence offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or contingency of 

second causes taken away, but rather established;3 in which appears His wisdom in disposing all things, and power and 

faithfulness in accomplishing His decree.4 

1 Isa. 46:10; Eph. 1:11; Heb. 6:17; Rom. 9:15,18   2 James 1:13; 1 John 1:5 3 Acts 4:27,28; John 19:11 4 Num. 23:19; 

Eph. 1:3-5 

 

Paragraph 2. Although God knoweth whatsoever may or can come to pass, upon all supposed conditions,5 yet hath He not 

decreed anything, because He foresaw it as future, or as that which would come to pass upon such conditions.6 

5 Acts 15:18 6 Rom. 9:11,13,16,18 

 

Paragraph 3. By the decree of God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels are predestinated, or 

foreordained to eternal life through Jesus Christ,7 to the praise of His glorious grace;8 others being left to act in their sin 

to their just condemnation, to the praise of His glorious justice.9 

7 I Tim. 5:21; Matt. 25:34 8 Eph. 1:5,6 9 Rom. 9:22,23; Jude 4 

 

Paragraph 4. These angels and men thus predestinated and foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably designed, and 

their number so certain and definite, that it cannot be either increased or diminished.10 

10 2 Tim. 2:19; John 13:18 

 

Paragraph 5. Those of mankind that are predestinated to life, God, before the foundation of the world was laid, according 

to His eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of His will, hath chosen in Christ unto 

everlasting glory, out of His mere free grace and love,11 without any other thing in the creature as a condition or cause 

moving Him thereunto.12    11 Eph. 1:4, 9, 11; Rom. 8:30; 2 Tim. 1:9; I Thess. 5:9  12 Rom. 9:13,16; Eph. 2:5,12 

 

Paragraph 6. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so He hath, by the eternal and most free purpose of His will, 

foreordained all the means thereunto;13 wherefore they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ,14 

are effectually called unto faith in Christ, by His Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified,15 and 

kept by His power through faith unto salvation;16 neither are any other redeemed by Christ, or effectually called, 

justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only.17 

13 1 Pet. 1:2; 2; Thess. 2:13  14 1 Thess. 5:9, 10  15 Rom. 8:30; 2 Thess. 2:13  16 1 Pet. 1:5  17 John 10:26, 17:9, 6:64 

 

Paragraph 7. The doctrine of the high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence and care, that men 

attending the will of God revealed in His Word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of their 

effectual vocation, be assured of their eternal election;18 so shall this doctrine afford matter of praise,19 reverence, and 

admiration of God, and of humility,20 diligence, and abundant consolation to all that sincerely obey the gospel.21 

18 1 Thess. 1:4,5; 2 Pet. 1:10  19 Eph. 1:6; Rom. 11:33  20 Rom. 11:5,6,20  21 Luke 10:20 
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